
Unit News Article 
Find a recent article in the newspaper or on the internet (no older than two years) that relates to the current unit.  The article must be a 
minimum of 1 page of text and of a reading level comprehensible by the general public (i.e.-use general publications like: Discover, 
New Scientist, Scientific American, Wall Street Journal, New York Times, National Geographic, Press Democrat, etc. NOT highly 
technical).  Be sure it is a NEWS source and not a TEXTBOOK type of source.  
 
Format-Double spaced typed, 1inch margins, 12 point font, etc (MLA format).  Attach the article to the back of your work.  You may 
choose to do this as an oral presentation on the day it is due in lieu of a written format.   

 
1. Annotate the article.  Circle unknown vocabulary and paraphrase or define in the margin, Underline proper nouns 

(names/sources), Highlight the key concepts and paraphrase your inferred connection to the unit concepts in the margin.  
 
2. MLA Citation. Authors name, article title, source title and date in the correct format (See the Purdue OWL website, Citation 

Machine or Bibme for help).  Place the citation at the bottom of your analysis paragraph (citations automatically generated by 
the article source will NOT be given credit).  Single spaced, reverse indented!  

 
3. Write a one-paragraph summary (CER) of the factual information in the article.  (Who, what, when, where, how.) What is 

the central claim the authors are making?  What are their main supporting pieces of evidence/concrete details they are using 
to support their claim?  What reasoning do they provide to explain their claim is accurate?  Minimum of a half page, 6-8 
complex sentences (if you can’t write that much you need to pick another article).  

 
4. Write a one-paragraph analysis/application.  Choose a minimum of 3 vocabulary terms that you could apply to the article.  

Define those terms and explain how the article provides an example of those terms.  You may need to make inferences to 
make these links as the article may not use your vocabulary directly.  Minimum of a half page; 6-8 complex sentences.  
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